Factors affecting yield of castor bean
The survey results showed that pests and diseases attack and non-adoption of plant protection measures on the part of tribal farmers as one the major factors for lower productivity of castor bean which accounted for the loss of yield to the tune of 300 kg/ha which is in conformity with earlier results reported by Ramanjaneyulu et al. (2014) followed by uneven distribution of rainfall (250 kg/ha). Other factors like non-availability of agricultural inputs like implements, labour, etc. resulted in loss of 150 kg/ha, followed by nutrient-poor soils (100 kg/ha) and lack of access to institutional credit (50 kg/ha) ( Table 3) . Padmaiah and Venkattakumar (2009) observed lack of access to institutional credit as one of the major factors leading to yield gap in production of castor bean. The study has demonstrated a need of extensive efforts for development of varieties/hybrids tolerant to dominant pest and diseases in augmenting the yield of castor bean and addressing of other constrains for improving the area under cultivation. Non-availability of agricultural inputs like implements/ machinery, labour, etc.
(15) 150
Nutrient-poor soils 6 (10) 100
Use of poor quality seed 5 (8) 83
Lack of awareness on castor bean production technology 4 (7) 67
Poor institutional credit support 3 (5) 50
Note: Figures in parentheses are percentage of farmers reported reasons for lower productivity of castor bean to the total sample.
